Early history in Milwaukee

Laundries

Meet your past Chinese neighbors

Charlie Hong and Dick Moy of the
Murray Hill neighborhood

Charlie Hong, age 52, and Dick Moy, age 25, were Chinese-born single

men living in a rented flat at 2410 N. Murray in 1937, where they also
ran a laundry. Charlie had originally taken up the trade in Illinois
where he roomed with an older man who may have been Dick’s father.

“The earliest Chinese immi-
grants came to the West
Coast, especially in search of
gold. They were very involved
with building the
Transcontinental Railroad.
But once their usefulness
waned, the local govern-
ments passed laws to send
them home, or restrict their
comings. That sent many of
the early Chinese east, looking
for new opportunities in the
Midwest, like laundries. . .
The federal government then
passed the Chinese Exclusion
Act which made it impossible
for Chinese to become citizens.”
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Charlie was listed as an alien in the 1940 census and there is no
record of him remaining in the United States past the early 1940s. He
may have come to America to earn money to take home to help support
his family. However, the younger man, Dick Moy, had been naturalized
by the mid-1930s. Furthermore, Dick served in the Army in World War
Two. He enlisted in April of 1942 and was released in July of 1946.
Dick remained in the United States until his death in Phoenix, Arizona
in 2008.

Records shed no light on how long Dick Moy remained in the
Murray Hill neigh- borhood or whether he ever married. Today there
is a Chinese restaurant, Huan Xi, several addresses down from the former
location of the laundry, but there is no known connection to Dick Moy or
any of his family’s descendants.

Other businesses

Meet this past Chinese neighbor

Charlie Toy

Born Moy Toy Ni in 1863 in Canton, Shunde, Guangdong, China, Toy
modified his name to Charlie Toy when he arrived in the United States
at age 20.

He and his young wife originally settled on the West Coast, but
facing local laws that made it impossible for his family to start a business,
he moved east. He found a home in Oshkosh, Wisconsin where he
opened his first restaurant. By 1904 he and his fast-growing family
moved to Milwaukee and rented a house on West Water Street where

“In the Chinese community
most of them open restau-
rants, but in the Taiwanese
people there aren't patterns. .
.They are here for school or
job. Not like a typical immi-
grant to move here and do
what they can do. They move
here because the boss or
company wants them here.
Most have a higher education,
a PhD, or they're engineers or
something.”
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he lived with his wife, four children, and seven boarders. He soon
opened another restaurant.

Due to a combination of austerity and ambition, Toy’s success
would become historic. Milwaukeeans found Chinese cuisine much to
their liking and Toy soon built the impressive six-story, Chinese-
style building in downtown Milwaukee
with multiple businesses including a
restaurant, dry goods shop, and a
motion picture house on the ground
floor. The building was described as
the largest and most luxurious Chinese
restaurant building in the world (see
photo') and Charlie Toy was being
dubbed the “Chinese Rockefeller.”

Toy worked tirelessly to promote
American-Chinese relations. He frequently
entertained dignitaries from his homeland.

While he owned a grand home in
Milwaukee on North 29th Street, he
also built a 50-room house near his
natal home of Canton.
When the six-story Toy building was demolished in 1946, the

business was relocated to 300 W. Wisconsin Avenue above Walgreens
and later to 830 N. Old World 3rd Street. After the death of Charlie
Toy, one of his sons, Moy Toy, continued to run the business.

Charlie Toy returned to the Canton area and died in 1955. Over
his lifetime, he outlived four wives and had at least 4 children and
33 grandchildren.

“All my friends here, they all
have a PhD degree or a high
degree. They're all profes-
sional type people. | don't
know too many people who
don’t have a high education.
That's a bias in terms of the
way | look at things. It affects
alot. They live pretty well be-
cause of their high education.
Good jobs. | don't really know
the people who work for
restaurants or anything. |
don’t have close connections
to them.”
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Later history in Milwaukee

“Most of Taiwanese people
recognize that culturally they
are Chinese--from genes and
blood, it's Chinese. Ninety
percent are culturally from
China. Political-speaking or
legally, we always say we are
Taiwanese. Especially political
ways are far different from
Chinese ways.”

“It's a different language, but
close to Mandarin. Taiwanese
language is originally from
Chinese, but there are differ-
ences. Some people now
speak the local language,
and it's different from Man-
darin. So, we want to pass
that to the second generation,
especially if they are born in
the States and look at them-
selves as American, not
Taiwanese. We want them
to know our culture. That's
the big thing in the organization.
So, we have a school that
teaches them our language.
These associations usually
have a language school.”

“Also, they do have a Chinese
summer school that teaches
Chinese [in Milwaukee]. Kids
aren’t that serious about it,
though, because the population
here is still very small, so they
don't feel it's very useful. For
example, my kids went to this
Chinese summer school and
they didn’t learn much. When
they went to college, they re-
alized that they should have
learned a little more then.”
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Sources

“My kids do really well. But
inside my heart | want them
to be a little more like Chinese
thinking, but | can't push it.
So, | leave them. For exam-
ple, parents cannot penalize
the kids by spanking. In
China that's common. | don’t
do that. One side, | let them
do whatever they want
American style, but inside
my heart | wish they could
be more Chinese. [Like]
Respect for elders. You
cannot argue with your parents.
Then respecting teacher. First-
name basis with teachers is
very different than in China.
Also, the values are different.
In China the individual is not
important. The most impor-
tant is the country, and
then the family. Here it's
the opposite.”
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